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•
The Executive Agency for 
Exploration and 
Maintenance of the 
Danube River is  the only 
specialized Bulgarian 
administration dealing 
with domestic and 
international obligations 
in terms of servicing, 
exploring and maintaining 
the navigational 
conditions along the river 
Danube.



Agency related activities were started
in Ruse in 1866, when regular
meteorological observations took
place under the auspices of the
Austrian consulate. The city of Ruse
was center of the then Danube
province of the Ottoman empire.
In 1884, again in Ruse, a city of the
then autonomous Bulgarian state, a
Hydro-Metric Station was founded for
the needs of the Danube fleet.



•

.

The end of World War II changed the political map of Europe
and divided the Danubean navigation route into Western and
Eastern.

The Danube has always been a political question. Political
powers from East and West, which have been concerned
with opening or closing it have been more interested in their
influence and control in the Danubean region than in
navigation on the river itself.

On 18 August 1948 in Belgrade a Convention Regarding the
Regime of Navigation on the Danube was signed by
Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, Czechoslovakia, Ukraine,
Yugoslavia and USSR. According to USA, the Soviet
convention was designed not to guarantee freedom of
navigation but to give a legal basis for the existing system of
Soviet control over the river.
Photos of  negotiators, Vishinski, foreign minister of USSR and Sir Charles Peake, a British diplomat



In accordance with Art 3 of the
Convention, all countries were
obliged to ensure relevant
navigation conditions.
Bulgarian Danube river
administration became part of
the Ministry of Defence (1949 –
1952) in order to govern the
de-mining and cleaning up of
the Danube.
Between 1953–1955 under the
name of Waterway Directorate
it was a structure of the
Ministry of Transport.

In April 1956 the Council of
Ministers of the then Peoples
Republic of Bulgaria passed a
Decree to reorganize it into
Administration for Waterway
Maintenance and Exploration of
the Danube River with premises
in Ruse, in the immediate
vicinity of the riverside.
Ten years after the fall of the
Berlin wall, in 1999 it was
further transformed into
today’s Executive Agency.



•

Nowadays the Agency contributes to sustainable
development and inclusive growth via complex hydro-
morphological and hydrological surveys of the river,
coordination of works, related to the complex
utilization of the Danube river; notification of
respective authorities and organizations for taking
precautionary measures when threats of flooding,
icing, bank corrosion, etc. emerge; publication of
navigational maps, hydrological reference books and
other navigational aids, provision of two or seven-days
river level forecasts, of daily weather forecasts for the
Bulgarian section of the river; delivers research data.
University of Ruse is a partner of the Agency through
3 departments: Transportation, Environmental
protection and European Studies.



•

The Agency develops its partnerships within the EU
policy framework aiming at sustainable and energy-
efficient transport. Inland waterway transport can
substantially contribute to this aim, because it is
environmentally friendly and safe, and therefore
supported by programming documents:
➢ The European Commission’s 2011 White Paper on

Transport - 30% of road freight over 300
kilometers should shift to other transport modes
such as waterway transport by 2030, and more
than 50% by 2050. This shall be facilitated by
efficient and green multimodal transport corridors.
The Danube is part of such a corridor within the
scope of the EU’s trans-European transport
network



•

➢ A fully functional and EU-wide multimodal
TEN-T core network shall exist by 2030, with an
extended network of high quality and high
capacity by 2050 with a corresponding set of
information services. Special relevance is given
to the European ports in their function as
interfaces between the transport modes.

➢ Equivalent management systems for land and
waterway transport (River Information Services
– RIS) shall be deployed.



•

Priority Area 1a of the Strategy of the European Union
for the Danube Region (EUSDR) refers to transport and
aims at improving mobility and multimodality of
Inland waterways. The Targets are, as follows:

➢ Increase the cargo transport on the river by 20% by
2020 compared to 2010

➢ Solve obstacles to navigability of each section of
the Danube and its navigable tributaries and
establish effective waterway infrastructure
management by 2015.

➢ Develop efficient multimodal terminals at river
ports along the Danube and its navigable
tributaries to connect inland waterways with rail
and road transport by 2020.



•

➢ Implement harmonized River Information Services
(RIS) on the Danube and its navigable tributaries
and ensure the international exchange of RIS data
preferably by 2015.

➢ Solve the shortage of qualified personnel and
harmonize education standards in inland navigation
in the Danube region by 2020, taking duly into
account the social dimension of the respective
measures.



•

Belgrade Convention
The Convention was signed by all Danube riparian
states (Austria in 1960, Germany in 1999). Its main
targets are to safeguard the freedom of navigation on
the Danube for all states as well as to oblige the
Danube states to maintain their sections of the Danube
waterway to a navigable condition.

Danube River Protection Convention
The International Commission for the Protection of
the Danube River (ICPDR), founded in 1998
implements the Convention on Cooperation for the
Protection and Sustainable Use of the Danube River as
well as that of the Water Framework Directive (WFD)
of the European Union in the Danube region.



•

Joint Bulgarian-Romanian Danube Commission

Established by virtue of an Agreement between the
two states signed in 1955, the Commission maintains
and improves the fairway in the Bulgarian-Romanian
section of the Danube under Rules of organization and
operation. The Commission provides a format of
dialogue on numerous matters pertaining to
navigation in the common Bulgarian-Romanian section
of the river.



•

Addressing all mentioned policy aims, the Agency has
developed its partnerships within relevant projects in
the framework of EU programs, addressing the
sustainability goal.
Under Connecting Europe Facility project FAIRway
Danube was implemented and the following
PARTNERSHIP was established:
•Austria (Viadonau) Österreichische Wasserstraßen-

Gesellschaft, •Croatia (AVP-Agency for Inland
Waterways), •Hungary (OVF -General Directorate of
Water Management),•Romania (AFDJ River
Administration of the Lower Danube Galati), •Slovakia
(ARVD- Waterborne Transport Development Agency)



•

The project develops a Fairway Rehabilitation and
Maintenance Master Plan for the Danube and its
navigable tributaries is a part of the TEN-T Corridor
Work Plan for the Rhine-Danube Corridor.
Secondly, it harmonizes initiatives to tackle
infrastructure bottlenecks. It provides a surveying
vessel to catch the riverbed morphology, and a marking
vessel for faster response to fairway change.



•

The cooperation with River Administration from
Romania was further strengthened by the project Fast
Danube. It addresses a concrete problem:

On the Lower Danube the width of the fairway is
generally sufficient for accommodating multiple ships,
but the depths for ensuring the efficient transport of
goods are often not sufficient. In low water conditions,
vessels sailing on the Danube sector between km 845.5
and km 375 sometimes can be loaded only at 50% of
their capacity.



Within project Danube STREAM  of the Danube Transnational 
Program,  a part of  the EU Strategy for the Danube Region , the 
Agency developed partnership with:

•Austria: Austrian Waterway Company; •Slovakia: Slovak Water 
Management Enterprise; •Hungary: General Directorate of 
Water Management and National Association of Radio Distress-
signalling and Infocommunications; •Croatia: Agency for Inland 
Waterways; •Serbia: Ministry of Construction, Transport and 
Infrastructure – Directorate for Inland Waterways.

The project  establishes efficient and effective management 
of waterway infrastructure



Under Priority  Environment and Culture Responsible Danube Region 
of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region project  Danube Sediment 
has been developed with partners from 
•Germany (LfU, TUM, BAW), •Hungary (BME, OVF, DC, WWF 
Hungary, MFAT), •Slovenia (IzVRS, DRSV), •Serbia (JCI, Plovput)
•Slovakia (VUVH, VVB, GWP CEE, SVP), •Austria (BOKU, ICPDR, 
BMLFUW, VHP), •Croatia (HRVODE, ISRBC), •Romania (NARW, 
NIHWM, Hidroelectrica, MEWF) . 

The project is a response to  the  increasing discrepancy between 
surplus and lack of sediment. This leads to an increase of flood risks 
and a reduction of navigation possibilities, hydropower production 
and biodiversity. 



University of Ruse  as a partner of the Agency targets solution of 
problems related to  sustainable development and inclusive 
growth.
A  relevant example  is  the  project  CLEAN  DANUBE. 
It was developed by  a Bulgarian-Romanian team from the 
Department of Environmental protection and COMOTI research 
institute from Romania. It is based on the premises, that 
firstly, ecological risk of Danube water contamination with 
petroleum products increases, 
and secondly, that many attempts have been made to develop 
solutions, but with unsatisfactory results. 



•

The project delivers results in terms of :
Prevention of pollution of Danube water with petroleum 
and petroleum derived products. 
Petroleum and derived products pollution limitation in 
case of accidents and special circumstances.
Processing waters polluted with petroleum and 
petroleum derived products via single step centrifugation, 
extendable to organic products (water and solids), that 
can be restored immediately to the environment at the 
necessary quality for the needs of industrial activities.



•

The department of transportation is involved in a
joint Bulgarian-Romanian feasibility study regarding an 
electro-generator system powered by water turbine for 
cross-border ecological electrical transport system.

The project studies the cross-border traffic of persons in 
the cross-border region Ruse-Giurgiu. Secondly, a  power 
generating system, capable to extract electric energy from 
the Danube river,  is proposed and tested within pilot 
installation. It facilitates the heavy traffic and offers a river 
crossing opportunity as an alternative to the bridge, which 
is insufficient and overloaded.  



•

The European Studies Department cooperates with the
Agency with regard to the goal for inclusive growth.

The curriculum of the European and Global Studies
bachelor program includes awareness on the challenges
and opportunities of multi-lateral water governance
within study modules on global issues and global
governance. Experts from the Executive Agency help
students understand practical aspects of the topics.

As a result of this partnership students get jobs at the
Agency. Because of their competence on project
management, they add value to project activities, which
extend Agency’s international partnerships.



CONCLUSION
The best way to mobilize people to follow relevant goals 

such as sustainability and inclusive growth 
through partnerships 

is 
(1)to assure policies and political prioritization 

within multi-lateral cooperation and governance; 

(2) to make them  salient,  visible and feasible 
through policy programs, 

which contain project opportunities 
equipped with human and  financial resources.  
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